
Declaration 
of 
Universal Human
Responsibilities

    Version .03 | March 2021 

https://www.universalhumanresponsibilities.org 



Table of Contents

Preamble

Pillars

Articles 

Action

Methodology

1
 
2

 
4

 
9

 
11

 
 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/human.responsibilities/
https://www.facebook.com/human.responsibilities
https://www.linkedin.com/company/human-responsibilities/
https://twitter.com/the_campaignuhr?lang=en


Preamble

We, the people, reaffirm our faith in fundamental human rights and our
commitment to human responsibilities. We believe in the dignity and worth of
the human person and in stewarding the priceless gift of life and the Earth from
which we were born. We are determined to promote societal progress and better
quality of life for all.

Accepting responsibility is a foundation of all human cultures. There are
unavoidable, essential, and universal responsibilities that are the foundation for
freedom and harmony, justice and fairness, peace, and progress in the world.

Universal human rights, which already have a place in world society and are well
defined, give rise naturally to universal human responsibilities. They are
inseparable. Thus, upholding human rights, coupled with normalizing
cooperative human responsibilities, allows humans to fulfill their collective
potential and aspirations.

Accepting responsibility for ourselves and one another, is essential for creating a
more united, diverse, peaceful, and sustainable environment in communities
around the world, to ensure humankind continues promoting the values of
peace, justice, solidarity, equality, and respect for human dignity. 

All legal and educational systems must recognize, uphold, and protect the rights
and responsibilities humans are naturally entitled to. The process by which we
define, improve, and apply universal rights and responsibilities creates a historic
opportunity to build trust, to promote friendly relations, to increase both unity of
purpose and diversity of culture, and to lay foundations for effective governance.

A common formulation of these responsibilities is of the greatest importance for
the full realization of this pledge. So, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind,
we will strive by teaching and learning, by holding ourselves and others 
accountable, to promote universal human responsibilities and, by adequate
measures, to secure their legitimacy, understanding, and application by
everyone.

We, the people of the world, agree to this Universal Declaration of Human
Responsibilities as a common standard of self-governance and achievement for
all people, all nations, and every organ of society. In greater power and wealth
comes greater responsibility. We all share these responsibilities as human beings.
However, those who lead in familiar, communal, institutional, national, and
geographical capacities, bear a larger burden of accountability. For, they have the
capacity to influence preservation, progress, and quality of life on this Earth.
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CARE
CHERISH THE MIRACLE OF LIFE ON OUR PLANET, BOTH IN OURSELVES AND
OTHERS

01. Learn and practice empathy to appreciate diversity and recognize every
individual as worthy of dignity.

02. Learn and practice self-appreciation and personal development.

03. Learn about human history, our own society, other peoples, cultures, and
communities.

04. Set and achieve global goals that balance continuation and progress for the
flourishing of all life.

05. Protect common goods, world heritage and preserve life on Earth.

COMMUNITY
PROTECT ALL PEOPLE EQUALLY, WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION OF ANY KIND

06. Proactively advocate for equality regarding civic rights, duties, and
opportunities.

07. Provide universal and easy access to security, education, healthcare, justice,
and wages.

08. Invest in universal access to basic infrastructure and guarantee the social
ladder for all.

09. Promote social inclusion and create appropriate structures to support those
who are dependent or vulnerable.

10. Remember the past and consider the effects on future generations when
making decisions today.

Pillars  
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CHOICE
LIVE UNDER THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL FREEDOM, IN FULL RESPECT OF ONE
ANOTHER

11. Live by our personal values under the rule of law and ethics.

12. Honor commitments and policies that yield results to build mutual trust and
good governance.

13. Learn and educate others about the repercussions of everyday choices and
their global impact.

14. Be informed and engage responsibly as citizens of our nation and of the world.

15. Actively strive for the preservation of freedom and promote dialogue for
peaceful conflict resolution.

CAPABILITY
ACHIEVE PROSPERITY THROUGH SHARED COMPETENCE, IN BALANCE WITH
OUR ECOSYSTEMS

16. Align individual, private, and public interests to support mutual service for the
achievement of global goals.

17. Measure success with credible goals, transparent data, and be accountable
about progress or the lack thereof.

18. Develop and invest in the most relevant systems and abilities to achieve global
goals effectively.

19. Keep our ecosystems sustainable, in balance with human activity, and use
scarce resources thoughtfully.

20. Prevent and reduce systemic risks using data, reason, and continuous learning.
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CARE
CHERISH THE MIRACLE OF LIFE ON OUR PLANET, BOTH IN OURSELVES AND
OTHERS

Our first responsibility, as citizens of the world, is to care for all people the way we
care for ourselves, which means ensuring every person understands the value of
life, in all beings. It is hard to protect something unless we understand and
appreciate it. Understanding how much diversity is crucial for our resilience as
species is the great challenge of our age. Hence, everyone is responsible to…

01. Learn and practice empathy to appreciate diversity and recognize every
individual as worthy of dignity.
Practice compassion, tolerance, and love towards one another to help create a
world where every person has an equal opportunity to make something of their
lives, while accepting that dignity and equality of opportunity are not in conflict
with differences in achievement, talent, or merit.

02. Learn and practice self-appreciation and personal development.
Appreciate and take care of ourselves, develop a fulfilling life and, in time, give
back through service to our community in some measure for what we receive
from them, and if we cannot care for ourselves, to ask for help or assistance.

03. Learn about human history, our own society, other peoples, cultures, and
communities.
Learn with and from others, whether they are our honored ancestors who lived in
the past or our respected fellow citizens who live beside us today. For, it is only in
the process of individual and collective learning that we can systematically
improve quality of life.

04. Set and achieve global goals that balance continuation and progress for the
flourishing of all life.
Set and achieve global goals, by creating concrete programs with measurable
evaluation methods to tackle them. These goals shall serve the wellbeing of all life
forms, to the maximum of our ability, as they are an end in themselves.

05. Protect shared resources, world heritage and preserve life on Earth.
Keep our greatest natural and cultural heritage accessible and available to learn
from the past and inspire future generations. Assure that life on Earth is not
irrevocably damaged or depleted in any way by human activities. In particular,
ensure the safeguard of shared resources necessary to the subsistence of all
humans such as breathable air or drinkable water.

Articles
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COMMUNITY
PROTECT ALL PEOPLE EQUALLY, WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION OF ANY KIND

Our second responsibility, as citizens of the world, is to grow ethical communities,
and that is to guarantee protection and inclusion for all people, regardless of their
differences. Every person deserves to have an equal opportunity to benefit from
shared assets that help shape the quality of life. Every community is ultimately
measured by how it invests its members and how it supports its most vulnerable
and dependent members. Hence, everyone is responsible to…

06. Proactively advocate for equality regarding civic rights, duties, and
opportunities.
Make sure that all citizens know their responsibilities, rights, and understand that
society thrives when they are exercised and shared equally by individuals, families,
institutions, communities, cities, and countries.

07. Provide universal and easy access to security, education, healthcare, justice,
and living wages.
Support standards of living that are dignified, sustainable and encourage the
development of individual and collective potential through physical security and
justice, quality lifelong education, affordable and available healthcare, as well as
livable wages to provide for a balanced life.

08. Invest in universal access to basic infrastructure and guarantee the social
ladder for all.
Make clean, affordable, and sustainable energy, information, transportation, and
other infrastructure services available universally so that each person can have
adequate access to services they need to participate in the world economy and
society in a realistic and equitable manner.

09. Promote social inclusion and create appropriate structures to support those
who are dependent or vulnerable.
Support those who are, vulnerable or dependent with inclusion irrespective of age,
gender, race, origin, life preferences, or any other aspect of their life experience.

10. Remember the past and consider the effects on future generations when
making decisions today.
Learn lessons from the terrible things that humanity is capable of -- from genocide
to torture, from slavery to oppression, and from wars of conquest and colonization
to wholesale extinctions -- that have led to the degradation and destruction of
quality of life on Earth. Apply those lessons today and anticipate future
consequences of current actions.
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CHOICE
LIVE UNDER THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL FREEDOM, IN FULL RESPECT OF ONE
ANOTHER

Our third responsibility, as citizens of the world, is to make conscious choices in
our many systems of governance and at all levels, as individuals or as
communities. Good governance is about personal agency, fair regulation, and
being knowledgeable about how past generations have affected us, as well as
considerate regarding the real consequences of our actions for both current and
future generations. Hence, everyone is responsible to…

11. Live by our personal values under the rule of law and ethics.
One is entitled to freedom, but that freedom is no excuse for not learning and
respecting the laws and rules of the communities we belong to, except when such
laws are unjustified and then to use peaceful means to correct and improve the
laws.

12. Honor commitments and policies that yield results to build mutual trust and
good governance.
Construct and participate in the systems of self-governance for communities of
which we are a member with integrity, transparency, and lack of corruption.
Ensure that our ends and means reinforce one another.

13. Learn and educate others about the repercussions of everyday choices and
their global impact.
Make choices in full awareness that collective impact is a result of individual and
shared choices; the ways our choices are influenced by cultures, by markets, by
rules, and by power; and how their collective amount impacts on an increase or
decrease in global quality of life.

14. Be informed and engage responsibly as citizens of our nation and of the
world.
Be informed about the state of our local community, nation, and world, so we can
effectively engage as inhabitants of our neighborhoods, members of the
institutions we work for, citizens of our chosen country, and as citizens of the
world.

15. Actively strive for the preservation of freedom and promote dialogue for
peaceful conflict resolution.
Find ways to proactively influence and shape global goals and, in that fashion,
secure personal freedom for all. When inevitable conflicts arise with others,
negotiate, and settle conflicts peacefully and justly.
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CAPABILITY
ACHIEVE PROSPERITY THROUGH SHARED COMPETENCE, IN BALANCE WITH
OUR ECOSYSTEMS

 Our fourth responsibility, as citizens of the world, is to create the capability to
succeed, which means building prosperity through shared competence. Our
means need to be sufficient to achieve the goals we set for ourselves, and they
should evolve to allow us to raise our aspirations over time, altogether with
managing our risks and resources with utmost seriousness. Hence, everyone has
the responsibility to…

16. Align individual, private, and public interests to support mutual service for the
achievement of global goals.
Ensure that self-governance contributes adequately to the progress of our
community, country, and global goals, at an optimal pace. Advance these goals by
choosing relevant products and services to create or buy, jobs to take or create,
and companies to invest in, policies to develop and support leaders to become or
elect.

17. Measure success with credible goals, transparent data, and be accountable
about progress or the lack thereof.
Define success and establish accountability of our lives, families, institutions,
communities, cities and countries with good measures and data. Be transparent
about advancements towards global goals based on shared facts and ongoing
trends. Own accountability for failures, so that we can increase our rate of
collective progress.

18. Develop and invest in the most relevant systems and abilities to achieve
global goals effectively.
Support and upgrade solutions and systems that contribute to global goals and
question systems that hinder that contribution and recognize that the speed at
which such change occurs can both solve and create problems. Grow a global
culture of collaboration based on competencies that include the ability to
problem-solve, honesty, integrity, decisiveness, good decision-making, and
solution designs that are creative and sustainable.

19. Keep our ecosystems sustainable, in balance with human activity, and use
scarce resources thoughtfully.
Seek new ways to understand, protect and evolve co-existence in ecological,
psychological, social, and technical balance. Use resources usefully, in a way that
does not produce toxicity and that will deprive next generations of vital and
irreplaceable resources.
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20. Prevent and reduce systemic risks using data, reason, and continuous
learning.
Human powers now threaten the quality of life on Earth for all generations to
come and we must specify and prioritize those risks. Learn how to prevent, reduce,
and eliminate threats to the existence and quality of life on Earth with our best
thinking, collaboration, and technology.
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Great power comes with great responsibility; with great responsibility comes
great accountability for results, and with great accountability comes great
legitimacy. The idea of universal human responsibility means first -- holding
ourselves accountable for living these responsibilities, second --holding one
another accountable for them, and third -- accepting collective accountability as
a species for how we treat one another and how we care for the planet, our
home.

Only responsible citizenship and leadership brings about authority, respect,
and legitimacy. Responsible citizenship for each of us as individuals means
learning, living, and exercising these responsibilities. Responsible leadership
for those who hold positions of power means applying these responsibilities in
our institutions, communities, and governments and supporting others who
choose to exercise them.

The wealthiest, elite, and most influential leaders have a special responsibility
to make these responsibilities a reality: support others through investment in
them. This includes global influencers taking actions that honor these
responsibilities, delivering measurable results for the world, showing the
difference leaders make in proportion to their power, wealth, and size, and
demonstrating them while participating in global governance.

We hold the following essential groups of stakeholders accountable for
bringing universal human responsibilities to life by achieving global goals:

Action
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Institutions

Communities

Governments



We hold the following essential groups of stakeholders accountable for bringing
universal human responsibilities to life by achieving global goals:

Individuals
As individual people, members of families, friendship, and collegial relationships,
we all must live as many of these responsibilities in our individual lives. This
includes learning about them, talking about them, and bringing them into our
perspective institutions, communities, governments, choices of leadership, and
voice as we participate in public dialogue.

Institutions
As members and leaders of businesses, non-governmental organizations,
educational and/or informational institutions, we must commit to upholding
these responsibilities in our systems of self-governance, leadership development,
and performance evaluation; be accountable to them in our products and services;
introduce them to all the employees, partners, and members of our value
generating communities.

Communities
As members and leaders of neighborhoods, religions, professions, unions, and
cultures, we must commit to uphold these responsibilities in our systems of self-
governance and leadership development. We must live them, be accountable, set
an example in our interactions with one another, and find new ways to share these
responsibilities with all other communities.

Governments
As members and leaders of cities, countries, regions, and the world, we must be
accountable in upholding these responsibilities through the charters and
constitutions at the foundations of self-governance and leadership selection,
support them in the global arena and invest in implementation mechanisms to
ensure they are measurably achieved.
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Methodology

We honor our heritage. Accepting responsibility in return for the rights granted
by a community is an ancient principle in human culture that continues to grow
in importance as human history evolves. This Declaration is grounded in
ongoing research in three areas: 1) the study of responsibility in human culture
throughout history in national constitutions and in definitions of citizenship and
leadership, 2) indirect declarations of human responsibilities articulated in
documents such as the United Nations Charter, and 3) direct declarations of
universal human responsibilities, such as those of the Interaction Council and
the Council of Duties.

We listen to all people of the world. The most important foundation of our work
is to listen and to learn from individuals from across the globe. We facilitate
learning through interactive workshops and topical discussions that encourage
the exchange of points of view and ideas surrounding the topic of Universal
Human Responsibilities.

We grow a global community. We offer membership in our community to
anyone who chooses to join from anywhere in the world. We define
membership simply as accepting these responsibilities in our lives and work
regardless of race, age, status, and religion to leave the world a better place. Our
community is diverse, non-political, independent, and transparent. Our
community is a place to support one another in exploring the best humanity
can be, in building the world we dream of and avoiding the one we fear.

We learn from all languages and cultures. We strive to work in all languages and
cultures Although we began in English, we do not consider English our base
version for translation. The Campaign seeks to learn from each language and
culture to a) create the capacity to both harmonize across translations for
universality and b) to allow each translation to articulate these universal
responsibilities in a way that is most understandable and useful for its dialect,
region, or culture.

We have a purpose. Our aspiration is threefold: 1) develop a legitimate
declaration of human responsibilities, 2) grow a global community around a
social contract forged from both rights and responsibilities, and 3) create a
repeatable model to accelerate the accomplishment of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (“global goals”). It is our view that only a broad,
deeply felt, and specific sense of universal human responsibilities tied to global
goals can heal our collective wounds and those of the world while building a
foundation for the flourishing of all life.
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We organize for continuous improvement. Like the civilizations which it
represents, this declaration is a living document that is constantly evolving. We
apply best practices of open innovation to iterate successive versions of the
document and attempt to measure our progress toward goals. This is
accomplished with each cycle of discussion, consolidation, communication, and
evaluation. We embrace constructive criticism and believe that the process we are
building is a vital part of human communities at every level, and applicable for the
rest of human history.
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