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Invitation 
 

As humans, we are social beings. To be human means 
belonging to many communities with overlapping identities, 
including families, tribes, races, neighborhoods, companies, 
congregations, cities, and nations. Membership in a community 
means both accepting responsibilities and honoring rights – a 
mutual contract in balance. 

 
As a species, we are out of control and out of balance. 

As human division against ourselves and influence on the planet 
grows, we are creating both existential risks and extraordinary 
opportunities. They are resolvable, but only if we take 
responsibility for controlling our actions and their consequences 

 
Establishing balance begins with responsibility. A 

healthier psychological, social, ecological and technological 
balance means accepting the simple truth of universal human 
responsibility. To shape the world we want and avoid the one we 
fear requires thinking, acting, and learning as a world. 

 
Responsibility is the cornerstone of any contract. As 

citizens and leaders of the world, all our conversations and 
contracts should begin with accepting universal human 
responsibilities as well as rights. Only with such a global societal 
contract can we align and coordinate our actions together to 
solve our greatest challenges. 

 
This is a document of, by and for the people of Earth. It 

is at the beginning of its journey and arose out of a global 
dialogue which began in the spring of 2019.i A small group of 
curators are designing an inclusive process which aspires to 
allow every person on Earth to express their thoughts and 
feelings, criticism or support of this work in their own interest 
and on behalf of past, present and future generations.ii  
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Resolution 
 
 We, the undersigned, resolve to live these 
responsibilities with one another, to uphold corresponding rights 
and to hold our leaders accountable for honoring and fulfilling 
both of them.  
 

In our view, acceptance of universal human 
responsibility and honoring of universal human rights form the 
cornerstone for any legitimate contract or compact at any level.  

 
 Fully understanding, accepting and living these 
responsibilities shapes every aspect of our conscience, of our 
plans and of our choices – our choices of jobs and careers, of 
investments and companies, of policies and leaders, of homes 
and allegiances, of beliefs and of faiths, of cultures and of 
citizenships. 
 
 We resolve to keep these responsibilities simple in our 
hearts and minds and use language which brings us together 
instead of separating us. We want them to resonate in everyday 
conversations about how to improve quality of life for all, to 
leave no one behind, to accept our differences and our 
similarities, and above all to seek collaboration over competition. 
 
 We will work to make them legitimate, actionable and 
influential so they support a just transition to a world where 
these responsibilities are widely accepted across the majority of 
our human communities, so that our values and our assignment 
of value are in harmony and drive all our individual and 
collective systems of accountability.  
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Introduction 
 

Whereas universal human responsibilities as well as 
corresponding universal human rights are the foundation of 
sustainable freedom, justice, peace and progress in the world; 
 

Whereas emphasizing rights over responsibilities 
promotes entitlement and irresponsibility, while emphasizing 
responsibilities without rights tends to encourage oppression and 
control; 
 

Whereas ignorance and inattention to human 
responsibilities along with disregard and contempt for human 
rights, have resulted in harmful acts which have outraged the 
conscience of humankind, and hindered the advent of a world in 
which human beings shall enjoy freedom to fulfill their potential 
and highest shared aspiration; 
 

Whereas neglect and destruction of living beings and 
earth systems have put a priceless legacy at risk, and widespread 
pollution, waste and depletion of the Earth not only threaten 
human health and safety but also degrade the quality and 
diversity of life;  
 

Whereas it is essential, if people are not to be compelled 
to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny, 
oppression, or selfishness that human responsibilities and rights 
should be protected and promoted by the rule of law and all 
systems of education;   
 

Whereas it is vital to promote the development of 
friendly relations between peoples and cultures, communities 
and nations by identifying and defining universal aspects of the 
human experience;    
 



WORKING DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 
 

5 
 

Now, therefore, we the people of Earth accept this 
Universal Declaration of Human Responsibilities as an equal 
companion to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and 
resolve that it become a common standard of self-governance 
and achievement for all peoples and all nations. 
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Declaration 
 

All of us as citizens of the world, whether as individuals 
or communities of individuals, have a responsibility to: 
 

Shape the growth and development of the world 
community -- by taking care of and developing ourselves as 
individuals, by understanding one another through 
conscienscious learning, and by serving one another by 
satisfying mutual wants and needs;  
 
Take care of and develop ourselves as individuals 
 
xx_Protect ourselves from harm through self-defense 
xx_Promote self-care, wellness, physical and mental health 
xx_Educate ourselves about how the world works 
xx_Act with honesty and integrity even where corruption exists 
xx_Claim our rights and powers by exercising freedom of choice 
xx_Learn to be our best by growing dreams and aspirations 
xx_Live lives within limits we consciously set for ourselves 
 
Understand one another through conscientious learning 
 
xx_Respect and celebrate diversity 
xx_Empathize with one other’s feelings and perspectives 
xx_Practice respect and tolerance of human differences 
xx_Learn about the common humanity we all share 
xx_Listen carefully and have a curious open mind 
xx_Encourage both independence and interdependence 
xx_Resolve differences peacefully without aggression 
xx_Explore the many variations on the human story 
 
Serve one another by satisfying mutual wants and needs 
 
xx_Care for the innocent, the dependent, and those in need 
xx_Protect and nurture children  
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xx_Solve problems and opportunities which really matter 
xx_Render assistance in case of emergency 
xx_Be of service to humanity in any way you choose 
xx_Uphold and promote human rights 
xx_Give every child the same opportunity for success in life 
xx_Find ways to collaborate which are mutually beneficial 
 

Define what is vital to conserve and what to change, so 
that we can -- protect our precious legacy of life on Earth, aspire 
to our best through global goals and avoid our worst, through 
genuine accountability and transparency at every level; 
 
Protect our precious legacy of life on Earth 
 
xx_Protect the priceless legacy of life on Earth 
xx_Preserve the integrity of environment and natural systems 
xx_Keep natural systems in balance and within boundaries 
xx_Preserve the diversity of life and creation 
xx_Protect cultural and civic heritage and traditions of all kinds 
xx_Diminish waste and depletion of scarce resources 
xx_Eliminate emissions which create toxicity or imbalance 
xx_Heal and regenerate wounds of the past 
xx_Promote a sustainable society 
 
Aspire to our best through global goals and avoid our worst 
 
xx_Contribute to shared aspirations and global goals 
xx_Improve both subjective and objective well-being 
xx_Anticipate influence by thinking both long- and short-term 
xx_Honor the past as much as we chart the future 
xx_Avoid selfish monopolization and corrosive exploitation 
xx_Work to extinguish war and oppression 
xx_Fulfill both individual and collective possibility and potential 
xx_Understand the risks and implications of our ways of life 
 
 



WORKING DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 
 

8 
 

Create accountability and transparency at every level 
 
xx_True, shared priorities and focused sense of urgency 
xx_Create a shared accessible factual frame of reference 
xx_Report success and failure promptly, openly and accurately 
xx_Practice individual and collective accountability all levels 
xx_Determine what is actionable and learn to scale impact 
xx_Create incentives which support both ends and means 
xx_Promote trust, build confidence, and practice integrity 
xx_Measure what matters by valuing intangibles and tangibles 
xx_Tie accountability for results to policies and leadership 

 
Build the civic capacity to achieve our aspirations -- by 

contributing to our communities and using what they offer us, by 
building shared capabilities by reducing inequality, and by 
generating continually improving systems of self-governance;  
 
Contribute to our communities and use what they offer us 
   
xx_Uphold our expected civic duties  
xx_Give back in return for the gifts we are given 
xx_Understand laws and regulations 
xx_Report crimes against life and humanity 
xx_Participate regularly in self-governance 
xx_Take advantage of what the community has to offer 
 
Build shared capability by reducing inequality 
 
xx_Promote equality of opportunity 
xx_Reduce prejudice, discrimination, stigma and bias 
xx_Reduce every aspect of structural inequality 
xx_Ensure basic needs for security, sustenance and liberty 
xx_Encourage diversity in proportion to unity 
xx_Insist on justice systems that are fair, efficient and trusted 
xx_Promote socio-economic mobility by any and all means 
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Generate continually improving systems of self-governance 
 
xx_Grow, preserve and share a commons and valuable utilities 
xx_Improve the civic capacity to conserve and innovate 
xx_Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of civic process 
xx_Make public service accessible, rewarding and honorable 
xx_Incentivize and facilitate broad involvement of citizens 

 
Make good choices and ensure they achieve our goals -- by 

educating every generation about the story of life and humanity 
on Earth, by making well informed private and public decisions, 
and by ensuring our collective choices fulfill desired ends and 
respect means. 
 
Educate every generation about the story of life and humanity 
 
xx_Educate all about history of humanity and life on Earth 
xx_Learn lessons from humanity’s worst crimes and mistakes 
xx_Promote science and the value of shared knowledge 
xx_Educate every child for global as well as national citizenship 
xx_Design education to create intelligent citizens and societies 
 
Make well-informed decisions, both private and public 
 
xx_Embrace to embrace true openness and curiosity 
xx_Take a holistic perspective on private and public issues 
xx_Be well informed on the state of the world 
xx_Seek common ground and uphold the obligation to dissent 
xx_Be conscious of decision bias, uncertainty and unknowns 
 
Ensure our collective choices fulfill desired ends and means 
 
xx_Make choices with full knowledge of probable consequences 
xx_Select products and services which are sustainable 
xx_Choose investments and companies to support global goals 
xx_Vote for leaders who accept universal responsibilities 
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xx_Endorse policies to reduce global risks and raise possibilities 
xx_Embrace systems of culture which support the rule of law 
xx_Vote our conscience in legitimate elections 
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Articles of Responsibility 
 
 
Take care of and develop ourselves as individuals 
 
xx_Protect ourselves from harm through self-defense 
Survival is our first responsibility, to protect ourselves and those 
we love from harm when threatened, with due respect to the laws 
of the jurisdiction where we live. 
 
xx_Promote self-care, wellness, physical and mental health 
The more responsibility we take for what we eat, how much we 
move, and how we live to prevent illness, the better are our 
chances to live healthy lives. 
 
xx_Educate ourselves about how the world works 
Our families and schools give us the best education they can, but 
it is when we accept responsibility for learning about natural and 
human behavior that we give ourselves a chance to thrive instead 
of just survive. 
 
xx_Act with honesty and integrity even where corruption exists 
Only love can drive out hate; only light can drive out darkness, 
and only truth can drive out corruption. The more we accept 
responsibility for acting with integrity, the more likely it is that 
we will find others with the same values to collaborate with. 
 
xx_Claim our rights and powers by exercising freedom of choice 
It is our responsibility to claim the rights and powers given us by 
natural law, by international law and by the societies of which 
we are a part. Our first thought should always be to claim our 
own power rather than expect someone else to come to our aid. 
 
xx_Learn to be our best by growing dreams and aspirations 
Each of us has potential within, which is given us at birth, and it 
is only when we accept the responsibility for becoming our best 
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selves, that we create the chance of fulfilling that potential in the 
world. 
 
xx_Live lives within limits we consciously set for ourselves 
What we can do together may be unlimited, but we are each 
responsible for exploring and setting our own individual limits of 
what is acceptable behavior for ourselves and for others. 
 
xx – Respect and celebrate diversity 
Every human being, organization and jurisdiction has a 
responsibility to tolerate and respect diversity in all forms, 
including the diversity of life itself, as well as the diversity of 
skills and culture, style and history, language and ethnicity, color 
and shape, size and sexual orientation. 
 
Understand one another through conscientious learning 
 
xx_Empathize with other’s feelings and perspectives 
Empathy, the ability to feel what it is like to see the world 
through someone else’s eyes, is the foundation of mutual 
understanding and compassion because it gives others a dignity 
equal to that we give ourselves. 
 
xx_Practice respect and tolerance of human differences 
With conscious practice, we can learn to see all the different 
types of people around us not as a threat or a way to define our 
own identity but instead an invitation to explore the many 
different types of human experience available to us. 
 
xx_Learn about the common humanity we all share 
While our visible differences are often great, all humans share 
experiences like love and loss, success and failure, fear and 
hope, trust and suspicion, strength and weakness, and it is in 
these universal experiences that we find true common ground. 
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xx_Listen carefully and have a curious open mind 
When we take responsibility for understanding others first, by 
listening actively and deeply, it makes it easier for us to be 
understood in turn, and for mutual understanding to grow. 
 
xx_Encourage both independence and interdependence 
Bu taking responsibility for both empowering and supporting 
others, we increase the potential for achievement of any group in 
which we participate, to create wholes greater than the sum of 
their parts. 
 
xx_Resolve differences peacefully without aggression 
Everyone has the duty to avoid all violence except in justifiable 
self-defense, and to work toward peaceful resolutions of all 
conflicts without aggression or imposition of our views on 
others. 
 
xx_Explore the many variations on the human story 
Accepting responsibility for learning about the full range of the 
human experience creates both humility, appreciation and insight 
which is the foundation for genuine wisdom. 
 
Serve one another by satisfying mutual wants and needs 
 
xx – Care for the innocent, the dependent and for those in need 
We all have a responsibility to care for the innocent and 
dependent, as well as those subject to the misfortunes of life.  
Our societies are defined by how well we care for those who are 
disabled or sick, young or old, injured or traumatized. 
 
xx – Protect and nurture children 
All adults have a duty to protect and nurture children to be their 
best in life, as parents, and to treat them as if they were their own 
with respect to the children of others. This responsibility covers 
every aspect of interaction with children, from discipline and 
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education to assistance in an emergency and protection from 
harm.  
  
xx_Solve problems and opportunities which really matter 
The more we know about the most important problems and 
opportunities in the world, the easier it is to align our interests 
and our work with what the world really needs, instead of what 
either makes a problem worse or feeds compulsions or 
distractions. 
 
xx – Render assistance in case of emergency 
Everyone has the Responsibility to personally assist to the 
serving of justice or the provision of public services when called 
or in case of emergencies.  This applies in case of natural or 
man-made disasters, as well as in accidents or in acts of crime, 
limited only by the citizens’ common sense of whether they will 
be at risk themselves if they aid. 
 
xx_Be of service to humanity in any way you choose 
Everyone has a Responsibility to participate in a period of local, 
national or global service upon assumption of the full rights of 
adulthood and citizenship to familiarize themselves with the 
intangibles that make human society work well or lead to 
dysfunction.  Such a period must be no less than two full years 
and constitute either military or civilian service paid at a 
minimum wage. 
 
xx – Uphold and promote human rights 
Every person and state has a duty to uphold and promote human 
rights and Responsibilities. Nothing in this Declaration may be 
interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any right 
to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 
destruction of any of the rights and freedoms, responsibilities or 
Responsibilities set forth herein.    
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xx_Give every child the same opportunity for success in life 
Once we accept responsibility to compensate for the accident of 
birth and give every child in the world the same opportunity to 
succeed in life, we establish the most important foundation for 
fulfilling the best and avoiding the worst of human potential. 
 
xx_Find ways to collaborate which are mutually beneficial 
When we establish agreements with our fellow citizens based on 
mutual benefit instead of exploitation, we grow the space for 
shared achievement and shrink the space for oppression. 
 
Protect our precious legacy of life on Earth 
 
xx – Protect the priceless legacy of life on Earth 
Everyone has a duty to protect the legacy of life on Earth.  The 
legacy of Earth is a complex web of ecosystems held in an 
evolving dynamic balance; the legacy of life is millions of 
species which are highly interconnected and interdependent;  
 
xx_Preserve the integrity of environment and natural systems 
Natural systems have identifiable, known boundaries which have 
emerged over billions of years of growth, change and adaptation. 
Those boundaries should be acknowledged and preserved 
wherever possible and never consciously breached. 
 
xx_Keep natural systems in balance 
Natural systems have healthy balances which, if disturbed, can 
cause a variety of unknown consequences. Accepting 
responsibility for understanding balances, for safe operating 
limits of natural systems, is part of the responsibility we accept 
for being the dominant species on our one home in the universe. 
 
xx_Preserve the diversity of life and creation 
The original creation which gave birth to us is a sacred gift, with 
laws of evolution and change which have given birth to an 
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extraordinary diversity of life, and that diversity itself is a 
treasure which we accept responsibility for preserving. 
 
xx_Protect cultural and civic heritage and traditions of all kinds 
Generations before us have created the civilizations from which 
we benefit, and the more we can learn from them, the less likely 
we are to repeat their mistakes and to appreciate their 
accomplishments.   
 
xx_Diminish waste and depletion of scarce resources 
Everyone has the responsibility to diminish and eventually 
eliminate waste and depletion to achieve an economy and society 
that is circular and fully sustainable.   
 
xx_Eliminate emissions which create toxicity or imbalance 
Preventing the poisoning of our air, water and Earth with toxins 
or substances which disturb natural balances is a fundamental 
responsibility of every citizen at every level of society. 
 
xx_Heal and regenerate wounds of the past 
Everyone has the duty to heal and regenerate the scars and 
wounds of past conflicts and actions, against humans, the 
community of life or Earth to create reconciliation, redemption 
and recovery. 
 
xx_Promote a sustainable society 
The responsibility for creating an ever more sustainable society, 
which uses fewer non-renewable resources, is a debt we owe to 
all future generations to pass along the gift which was given to 
us just a little better of than it was when we received it. 
 
Aspire to our best with global goals and avoid our worst 
 
xx – Contribute to shared aspirations and global goals 
Everyone has the responsibility to engage in shared aspirations 
and goals that are worthy of all life, whether these goals are to 
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preserve, protect and sustain or to change, progress and improve.  
Our species has shared interests that find expression in collective 
aims. 
 
xx_Improve both subjective and objective well-being 
Each of us has the responsibility to continually protect and 
improve the quality of life, both as we experience in in 
subjective well-being, and also the objective aspects of well-
being such as peace and environmental balance in the world. 
 
xx_Anticipate influence by thinking both long- and short-term 
Preventing and anticipating problems takes far less energy than 
solving them once they have grown beyond our control, and we 
each have the responsibility to look before we leap into areas of 
activity which have identifiable risks of unanticipated 
consequences. 
 
xx_Honor the past as much as we chart the future 
Although change in life is a constant, old or new never 
automatically equates to better or worse; so, each of us is 
responsible for considering the past and protecting what we have 
already created at the same time that we consider destroying it 
for something new. 
 
xx_Avoid selfish monopolization and corrosive exploitation 
Gaining control over precious scarce resource which are a 
common heritage of humanity creates a responsibility greater 
than any rights of exploitation, which must be discharged openly 
and transparently. 
 
xx_Work to extinguish war and oppression 
Each person has the duty to prevent and extinguish war and 
unnecessary violence, by increasing our skills at conflict 
resolution and decreasing our reliance on weapons of mass 
destruction. This includes eliminating oppression of any kind, 
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including forcible slavery or servitude, and the exercise of power 
over others in a way that promotes merely selfish ends. 
 
xx_Fulfill both individual and collective possibility and potential 
Because none of us can be our best selves without being taught 
and nurtured by those who have come before us, everyone has 
the responsibility to fulfill their individual and help us all fulfill 
our collective potential to honor those who helped make us who 
we are. 
 
xx_Understand the risks and implications of our ways of life 
All of our ways of life and their supporting cultures have risks as 
well as rewards, and we are all responsible for understanding 
those risks and accepting responsibility for how our ways of life 
affect our neighbors in this world. 
 
Create accountability and transparency at every level 
 
xx_True, shared priorities and focused sense of urgency 
When everything is a priority, then nothing is a priority and the 
most urgent threats and compelling opportunities go wanting for 
the resources and attention they deserve. Hence, every citizen 
has a responsibility to contribute to a collective sense of urgency 
and focus when grave threats or historic possibilities are present. 
 
xx_Create a shared accessible factual frame of reference 
Every person is entitled to their own point of view, but not to 
their own facts. Each of us share in the responsibility to support, 
build and use shared facts in our private and public discourse, 
giving us the best chance to understand the realities we face. 
 
xx_Report success and failure promptly, openly and accurately 
Mistakes are human and can be learned from and prevented, but 
coverups are corrupt and keep us from identifying errors 
promptly and applying lessons in the future. Hence, each of us 



WORKING DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 
 

19 
 

has the responsibility to reinforce cultures and environments 
where truth-telling is rewarded and not punished. 
 
xx_Practice individual and collective accountability all levels 
If we are individually and institutionally accountable but not 
collectively accountable, then powerful groups of actors can 
always distort the outcomes for the public as a whole. Hence, 
each of us is responsible in whatever roles we play, for 
reinforcing accountability for global outcomes at all levels from 
community and company to city and country. 
 
xx_Determine what is actionable, and learn to scale impact 
Solutions cannot improve our ways of life if they are not used, 
and so it is up to each of us to learn what is currently available to 
resolve an issue and learn to overcome barriers to scaling its 
impact. 
 
xx_Create incentives which support both ends and means 
Noble ends may be used to justify means, but the only thing that 
will justify our ends is the means we use to achieve them. Each 
of us is responsible for being creating and responding to 
incentives which balance ends and means. 
 
xx_Promote trust, build confidence, and practice integrity 
Trust is a precious asset of human communities and always 
easier to destroy than it is to build. Hence, we each have a 
responsibility to grow the public trust as an intangible resource 
of our world community so that we may act more in reliance on 
one another and thus increase our capacity for collaboration. 
 
xx_Measure what matters by valuing intangibles and tangibles 
If our economic and political systems use the wrong measures, 
and if things which are difficult to count are not compensated for 
in information which can be used in our decision-making, then 
our sense of value will never align with our values and goals. It 
is our responsibility to define success with the right measures. 
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xx_Tie accountability for results to policies and leadership 
Timeframes for policies to create change almost never align with 
the reality of political cycles for accountability, and so we must 
each make a special effort to recognize both past and present 
influences when assessing and judging our leaders and their 
influence. 
 
Contribute to our communities and use what they offer 
   
xx_Uphold our expected civic duties  
Every society has fundamental duties, which range from 
cleaning up after ourselves to service in the military, or from 
participating in juries to obtaining licenses for certain activities, 
and it is our responsibility to understand these duties and to 
perform them to the best of our abilities and encourage others to 
do the same. 
 
xx_Give back in return for the gifts we are given 
Some of us begin life with greater advantages than others, and it 
is our responsibility to recognize this and to give more back in 
return to the society which created those benefits for us. When 
we begin life in situations of suffering and deprivation, our 
primary responsibility is to help make sure that future 
generations do not face the situations we faced. 
 
xx – Understand laws and regulations 
Everyone has the duty to understand the laws and regulations 
which apply to them at every level of society.  Ignorance of the 
law is never an excuse, and neither is inadequate means of 
communicating it to all members of society.  Clear and 
understandable sources of law and regulation must exist for 
every citizen. 
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xx_Report crimes against life and humanity 
Unless crimes are reported, they cannot be investigated, 
criminals cannot be punished, justice cannot prevail and 
corruption will flourish. So, each of us has the responsibility to 
report crimes against life and humanity to anyone we believe can 
be trusted to find justice for the offence. 
 
xx_Participate regularly in self-governance 
Beyond basic civic duties, each of us has the responsibility to 
participate actively in self-governance by speaking out on the 
issues which concern us, as well as supporting or opposing 
policies and leaders which related to those issues. 
 
xx_Take advantage of what the community has to offer 
Utilities and programs cannot benefit citizens if they are not 
used, therefore each of us has the responsibility to demand that 
there be easily understood means of learning what our systems of 
governance have to offer us so that we can benefit from them. 
 
Build shared capability by reducing inequality 
 
xx_Promote equality of opportunity 
When every citizen feels that opportunities are open to them, 
based on sincerity of intent and merit and not on prejudice or 
unfair advantage, then they are encouraged to invest the time, 
energy and resources in their own development of skills and 
knowledge to build their abilities. Each of us is responsible for 
ensuring a sense of equality of opportunity wherever and 
whenever they present themselves. 
 
xx_Reduce prejudice, discrimination, stigma and bias 
Each of us has the responsibility to reduce the powerful yet 
superficial ways we divide ourselves against one another and 
dehumanize one another, we create the possibilities for 
understanding the deep and enduring aspects of our character, 
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creativity and competence and how they may best be utilized to 
all of our advantage. 
 
xx_Reduce every aspect of structural inequality 
Our communities and societies can only be their best if all their 
citizens are realizing their full potential. It is each of our 
responsibility to ensure that marginalized groups are able gain 
access to the same opportunities as majority or privileged 
groups. 
 
xx_Ensure basic needs for security, sustenance and liberty 
None of us can be safe, satisfied or free if any of us is in danger, 
deprived or in chains. It is each of our responsibilities to ensure 
that our fellow citizens have access to basic human needs so that 
they need not suffer unnecessarily in deprivation. 
 
xx_Encourage diversity in proportion to unity 
The most powerful, resilient and enduring natural and human 
systems promote diversity in proportion to unity, and it is each of 
our responsibility to make sure that this balance is consciously 
and constantly nurtured. 
 
xx_Insist on justice systems that are fair, efficient and trusted 
The influence of a good justice system on social order is 
profound, because it encourages open instead of black markets, 
merit instead of corruption, truth instead of falsehood and the 
rule of law instead of the rule of the jungle. Good justice systems 
only grow where good citizens accept responsibility for building 
them. 
 
xx_Promote socio-economic mobility by any and all means 
Every member of a generation should judge their own success by 
whether they have made it easier and more likely for others to 
lift themselves up and improve their life circumstances. 
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Generate continually improving systems of governance 
 
xx_Grow, preserve and share a commons and valuable utilities 
Everyone has a responsibility to contribute resources, time and 
energy to the community for the preservation of common assets 
– be those trust and truth or natural resources, physical property 
or cultural treasures. 
 
xx_Improve the civic capacity to conserve and innovate 
Change is a constant in nature, but human societies gain when 
they have a balanced approach to resilience and conserving what 
matters most while at the same time pursuing innovation and 
change which increases their options for keeping pace with a 
changing world. Each of us has the responsibility to preserve 
what matters while keeping a face toward change. 
 
xx_Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of civic process 
Only when citizens demand and contribute to efficiency, 
effectiveness and responsiveness from their government services 
can they be continually improved to serve citizens well. 
 
xx_Make public service accessible, rewarding and honorable 
Only when public service is prized and valued in balance with 
private service can a community fulfill both the lives of its 
citizens as well as its collective potential. Every citizen has the 
responsibility to make public service the highest possible calling. 
 
xx Incentivize and facilitate broad involvement of citizens 
Every citizen has the responsibility to encourage as many of their 
fellow citizens as possible to get actively involved in public life, 
irrespective of their differences. Only when most citizens are 
actively engaged in society can it truly have a chance at fulfilling 
its potential.  
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Educate all generations on the story of life and humanity 
 
xx – Educate all about the history of humanity and life on Earth 
Everyone has a duty to understand the history of Earth, life and 
humanity and to learn how their own community’s history 
relates to these greater stories. 
 
xx_Learn lessons from humanity’s worst crimes and mistakes 
Everyone has a responsibility to learn about and remember the 
worst things that humans are capable of and to strive for the best, 
and to remember that the struggle to avoid our worst and to 
achieve our best is never over and demands constant vigilance.  
 
xx_Promote science and the value of shared knowledge 
Science is the only way we have found to generate shared 
knowledge of ourselves, the world around us and the universe in 
which we live. Every one of us has the responsibility to promote 
science in its purest form as the search for shared knowledge 
about the story of life on Earth. 
 
xx_Educate every child for global as well as national citizenship 
We all have the responsibility to give every child in the world 
the best available knowledge to help them become a good global 
citizens and have an equal opportunity to grow into a global 
leader.  
 
xx_Design education to create intelligent citizens and societies 
Intelligent societies can only be built on the foundation of 
intelligent citizens, and intelligence can only be promoted in 
systems of education which define it in a way that matches how 
individuals and societies truly behave. 
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Make well-informed decisions, both private and public 
 
xx_Embrace true openness and curiosity 
The best choices begin with open minds, curiosity about the real 
truth of a situation, and diligent process to work through the best 
alternatives to come to a resolution of the right action by the 
right people at the right time. Each of us is responsible for the 
quality of any private or public decision in which we participate. 
 
xx_Take a holistic perspective on private and public issues 
Decisions taken from a narrow perspective and which lack 
context are often condemned to be repeated in the future with 
even narrower sets of options. Each of us is responsible for 
framing choices with the most holistic context given the system 
we are trying to influence. 
 
xx – Be well-informed on the state of the world 
We all have a responsibility to be well informed on the state of 
the world, for it is only through such a shared understanding of 
our greatest problems and opportunities, risks and possibilities, 
that we can contribute our best insights and inputs to public 
decision-making processes. 
 
xx_Seek common ground and uphold the obligation to dissent 
Everyone has a responsibility to first seek areas of common 
round but always to uphold the obligation of dissent in the 
making of collective choices, for it is the freedom to differ in our 
opinions which gives us the freedom to explore the most points 
of view on any one particular choice. 
 
xx_Be conscious of decision bias, uncertainty and unknowns 
When we accept the personal responsibility that all our patterns 
of thought and feeling are affected by biases and are founded on 
incomplete assumptions, we are better able to compensate for 
these weaknesses in our interactions with others and better able 
to regulate public sources of information. 
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Ensure our public choices fulfill desired ends and means 
 
xx_Make choices with full knowledge of probable consequences 
Accepting full responsibility for public choices and action is 
only possible when we can truly understand the likely 
consequences. Hence, it is each of our responsibility to make 
certain that significant private or public choices are always 
evaluated by an appropriate authority for their likely impact not 
only on our way of life but also on future generations. 
 
xx_Select products and services which are sustainable 
Each of us is responsible for choosing products and services in 
the marketplace which are sustainable, and to demand the 
information required to make these choices, so that we can make 
certain that decision-making in ignorance or denial does not 
become a culture unto itself in the name of freedom. 
 
xx_Choose investments and companies to support global goals 
Companies and marketplaces are the means by which we have 
transformed both the human experience and the face of nature in 
only the last century, and so each of us has the responsibility to 
make investments and choose companies for our careers which 
accept and fully support these universal human responsibilities. 
 
xx_Vote for leaders who accept universal responsibilities 
With greater responsibilities come greater burdens, and as 
citizens we are responsible for demanding that leaders of all our 
communities and institutions, public or private, commercial or 
non-commercial, accept these universal human responsibilities 
and set the highest standards for putting them into practice. 
 
xx_Endorse policies to reduce risks and raise possibilities 
Each of us has the responsibility as citizens, to choose and 
promote policies which affirm and respect these responsibilities 
and thus reduce the risks we face and expand the options 
available to us for improving quality of life on Earth. 
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xx_Embrace systems of culture which support the rule of law 
Societies without explicit laws and rules will always be subject 
to the whims of those who already have power, know how to 
keep it and how to use it for their own ends. Hence, each of us 
has a responsibility to eliminate corruption and support choice-
making which takes place in the full light of day and according 
to rules of law which apply without exception to every person. 
 
xx – Vote our conscience in legitimate elections 
There are many forms of legitimate elections, but they only work 
if everyone participates in them fully. All people have the duty to 
vote their conscience in legitimate elections and to withdraw 
their allegiance from governments who cannot conduct such 
elections consistently and well. 
 
 
 
  



WORKING DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 
 

28 
 

Endnotes 
 

i On May 20th, 2019, as part of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development’s (OECD) Annual Forum, with 
over 4,000 registered participants from over 130 countries, an ad 
hoc working group of 70 spent a half day generating the ideas 
which form the basis for this document. Volunteers from that 
gathering agreed to collaborate on a regular basis to involve as 
many from around the world in a process which would 
continually improve this draft through multiple iterations by 
adding a greater diversity and volume of ideas and voices from 
across the globe, using the OECD Forum Network as a platform 
for that dialogue. 
 
ii We intend this dialogue and process to be open and transparent, 
to be iterative and continually improving, as well as relevant and 
influential.  To be influential, it must be focused, accessible an 
understandable to the widest possible audience. Therefore, a small 
group of individuals involved in the original session have accepted 
responsibility for an outreach, editing and communication process 
that will eventually, in the years ahead, make this a true 
cornerstone for the arrangements and contracts we as human 
beings make with one another and eventually for a meaningful and 
actionable societal contract for the world. For all inquiries and to 
get an invitation to join the online discussion group, please contact 
us at info@citizens.world.  
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